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USC THIS SITE

Concert combines music and electronic 
technology

By Larry Wood

The Southern Exposure New Music Series and the 
annual USC Computer Music Concert will join forces 
this spring to present a program with a technological 
edge.

The concert, which is free, will be presented at 7:30 
p.m. April 8 in the School of Music Recital Hall.

“Almost all of the pieces interact with technology in
some way,” said John Fitz Rogers, an assistant
professor of composition and artistic director of the
Southern Exposure series. Reginald Bain, an associate
professor of composition and theory, is director of
USC’s computer music studios.

Some of the interaction is “fairly low tech,” Rogers
said. “Pitch Black,” by Jacob ter Veldhuis, is for
saxophone quartet and boom box. Some of the
interaction is more sophisticated. “NoaNoa,” by Kaija
Saariaho is for solo flute and computer.

“The computer interacts with what the flute is playing,”
Rogers said. “It’s really cutting edge.”

The concert will feature two works by visiting
composer Scott Lindroth. Cameron Britt, a visiting
percussionist, will perform “Bell Plates,” by Lindroth,
which incorporates nontraditional instruments.

“It’s for CD playback and live percussionist, but the
percussionist is playing an unusual set of percussion
instruments,” Rogers said. “Some of them are
standard orchestra percussion instruments. Some of
them are, for example, aluminum pipes that you might
buy at Home Depot.

“It’s an incredible piece, just amazing. I think it will
really be very exciting.”

Lindroth’s other work on the program is “Terza Rima”
for solo oboe and electronic playback.

“Firecracker,” by Michael Daugherty, will feature
Rebecca Nagel, music, on solo oboe and a small
chamber ensemble made up of members of the
Southern Exposure New Music Ensemble.

Brad Edwards, the School of Music’s faculty
trombonist, will perform a piece composed by Bain for
trombone and electronics called “degrees of
accuracy.”

“The concert is going to be a very exciting with a very
diverse group of pieces,” Rogers said. “Some of them
are very ethereal and other worldly, such as ‘NoaNoa.’
‘Pitch Black,’ which is based on text spoken by Chet
Baker, the jazz trumpet player, is very jazzy in its feel
and pretty hard driving. The concert’s program
exemplifies the idea of Southern Exposure, which is to
present a very broad array of contemporary classical

John Fitz Rogers

If you go …

What: Southern 
Exposure/Computer Music 
Concert
When: 7:30 p.m. April 8
Where: School of Music 
Recital Hall
Admission: Free
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music.”

The School of Music also will present its annual 
student composers concert at 7:30 p.m. April 12 in the 
Recital Hall. The concert is free.

The final concert of the Southern Exposure New Music
Series 2002–03 season will be performed at 7:30 p.m.
April 29 in the School of Music Recital Hall. The
lecture/concert will feature the music of Morton
Feldman and a discussion of the paintings of Mark
Rothko.
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